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The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on th& cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

• Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

, after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
- ' If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
- ; If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
: earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to comnnunication(s) filed on 1 1 December 2003 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under £x pa/te Quay/e, 1935 CD, 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disppsition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 15-27 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 22-27 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5:)n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6)13 Claim(s) 15-21 is/are rejected. 
?:)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

?)□ Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9)13 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)13 The drawing(s) filed on 2/7/2000 is/are: a)n accepted or b)13 objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawjng{s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

1 !)□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)n approved b)n disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 
12)n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

^3)M Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119{a)-(d) or (f). 
; a)3AII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .3 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17,2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 



1) 13 i Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) CD : Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) 3 . Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). 

5) n Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) 0 Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademart^ Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 04-01) 
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Status of Claims 



Claims 15-21 are pending. 



Claims 22-27 are withdrawn. 



Election/Restrictions 



Applicant's election of Group 1: claims 15-21 in Paper No. 6 is acknowledged. 
Because applicant did not distinctly and specifically point out the supposed errors in the 
restriction requirement, the election has been treated as an election without traverse 
(MPEP§ 818.03(a)). 

This application contains claims 22-27 drawn to an invention nonelected in Paper 
No. 6. A complete reply to the final rejection must include cancelation of nonelected 
claims or other appropriate action (37 CFR 1 .144) See MPEP § 821 .01 . 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the 
description: 72. STB is labeled 72, it is suggested that it be relabeled 12. 



The drawings are objected to because the following components and their 
reference sign(s) mentioned in the description do not correspond to the labeling of the 
figures. 
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In figure 2, RCU is discussed in the specification as 42; however is labeled 34 in 
the figure. Also in figure 2, IFD is discussed in the specification as 34; however is 
labeled 36 in the figure. Further review of the figures is suggested by the Examiner to 
ensure correctness. 

Figure 1 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- because only 
that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). A proposed drawing correction 
or corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of 
the application. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. Figure 1 is 
described as "customary today" [page 7, line 10] thus requiring a Prior Art label. 

A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the 
Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings 
will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 



The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
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disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because legal phraseology is used in 
lines 2, 4, and 9 of the Abstract. 

Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fornns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 15-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent No. 5,534,913 to Majeti et al. in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,029,207 to 
Gammie. 
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Referring to claim 15, Majeti et al. teach a decoder device for decrypting 
encrypted television programs, the decoder device comprising: 

a control unit [figure 4, HOME CONTROLLER 122]; 

a second interface for interfacing to the control unit [figure 5, 132]; 

a third interface for interfacing to a telecommunications network [column 3, lines 
59-67]. 

Majeti et al do not teach a decoder device for decrypting encrypted 
television programs, tlie decoder device comprising: 

an input for receiving the encrypted television program; 

a decryption device for decrypting the encrypted television program into a format 
reproducible by a television set; 

an output capable of being connected to the television set so as to output the 
decrypted television program to the television set for reproduction; 

a first interface for interfacing to at least one of a first identification and a first key 
carrier component for enabling the decryption device, the first interface being disposed 
in the control unit; and 

a fourth interface for interfacing to at least one of a second identification and a 
second key carrier component, an authorization by at least one of the second 
identification and the second key carrier component being useable for establishing a 
connection to a subscriber via the telecommunications network. 

However, Gammie discloses a decoder device comprising: 
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an input for receiving the encrypted television program [figure 5, SATELLITE 
LINK 505]; 

a decryption device for decrypting the encrypted television program into a format 
reproducible by a television set [figure 5, PROGRAM DESCRAMBLER 508]; 

an output capable of being connected to the television set so as to output the 
decrypted television program to the television set for reproduction [figure 5, OUTPUT 
509]; 

a first interface for interfacing to at least one of a first identification and a first key 
carrier component for enabling the decryption device, the first interface being disposed 
in the control unit [figure 5, replaceable security module 514]; and 

a fourth interface for interfacing to at least one of a second identification and a 
second key carrier component, an authorization by at least one of the second 
identification and the second key carrier component being useable for establishing a 
connection to a subscriber via the telecommunications network [figure 5, replaceable 
security module 514 and column 6, lines 49-53]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to apply Gammie's teachings of decrypting the received programs 
for a conditional access television system to the system and method of Majeti et al. 
such that Majeti et al.'s system would include a smart card reader in the HOME 
CONTROLLER for reading decryption keys/identification from smart cards. The 
decryption keys would then be sent to the decryption device newly placed in the set top 
box. One would have been motivated to modify Majeti et al/s system as such in order 
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to provide iiigher security for the transmitted program information [column 6, lines 48- 
50] 

Referring to claim 16, Majeti et al. as modified teach the decoder device as 
recited in claim 15 wherein the fourth interface is disposed in the control unit [figure 5, 
replaceable security module 514 and column 6, lines 49-53]. 

Referring to claim 17, Majeti et al. as modified teach the decoder device as 
recited in claim 15 wherein the television set includes a fifth interface for receiving 
control commands and wherein the control unit is capable of controlling the television 
set [column 12, line 37-column 13, line 3]. 

Referring to claim 18, Majeti et al. as modified teach the decoder device as 
recited in claim 15 wherein the first and the second identification and/or key carrier 
components include a respective smart card or a common smart card [column 1 1 , lines 
63-65 to Gammie]. 

Referring to claim 19, Majeti et al. as modified teach the decoder device as 
recited in claim 15 further comprising a sixth interface for connecting the decoder device 
to a computer [figure 1 , 72 to Majeti], the computer being adaptable for at least one of 
controlling the decoder device and establishing a connection to a subscriber via the 
telecommunications network [figure 1, MODEM 76]. 
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Referring to claim 20, Majeti et al. as modified teach the decoder device as 
recited in claim 15 wherein the control unit includes a computer, the computer Including 
a seventh interface for controlling the decoder device and including the first and fourth 
interfaces [figure 1, PERSONAL COMPUTER 74 and HOME CONTROLLER 70]. 

Referring to claim 21 , Majeti et al. as modified teach all limitations of claim 21 
except for the limitation of the decoder device is integrated in the television set. 

However Gammie discloses the decoder device is integrated in the television set 
[column 6, line 26-28 of Gammie]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to apply Gammie's teachings of integrating the decoder into the 
television set to the system and method of Majeti et al. One would have been motivated 
to modify Majeti et al.'s system as such in order to make for a more compact unit 
[column 6, lines 26-28]. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,644,354 to Thompson et al.; 
U.S. Patent No. 5,594,493 to Nemirofsky; 
U.S. Patent No. 5,237,610 to Gammie et al.; 
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U.S. Patent No. 5,481 ,609 to Cohen et al.; 
U.S. Patent No. 4,768,229 to Benjamin et a!.; 
U.S. Patent No. 5,616,876 to Gluts; 
U.S. Patent No. 5,204,663 to Lee. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sara Bowes whose telephone number is 703-305-0326. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-4:00, Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz R Sheikh can be reached on 703-305-9648. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3900. 



seb 

1/9/2004 
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